
2023 New Parents’ Guide 
 

Hi, Welcome to the Lancaster County Junior Golf Tour, or LCJGT. I’m Greg Goodling, President of LCJGT. 
My three kids, 2 boys and a girl, played in LCJGT events starting in 2006 and I joined the board in 2008.  
 
Every year between 1/3 and 1/2 of our players are new members and playing in our tour for the first 
time. For many of your kids, this may be one of the first golf tournaments they play in. I’m going to give 
you some information that will enable you to help them be prepared. I will also help you know what is 
involved in being a good golf spectator because it is different than watching almost every other activity 
they may be involved in. 
 
LCJGT conducts good tournaments at a very reasonable price. As a member, we expect you to help with 
some of the tournament tasks that help make our events first class. Each family should plan to volunteer 
at one of the tournaments during the season. There are several roles you can help with at each event. 
We will teach you what to do the day of the tournament. Go to the website Volunteer page for details on 
how to sign up for the tournament you will help at and a description of the different roles you can help 
with. Thanks for helping. Our level of volunteering and involvement from parents is what sets us apart. 
 
Our tournaments are run by a tournament director supported by an assistant tournament director, 
interns and volunteers. You will find them to be very helpful and friendly to you and your junior golfer. 
Jon Chronister is our lead Tournament Director. He has been with LCJGT for years and is the Hempfield 
High School golf coach. Marc Vogle, will also serve as Tournament Director at some events. He is the 
Central Dauphin High School golf coach. Matt Burkhart and Haley Goodling are both former LCJGT and 
college players. They, along with Steve Brenner, former Manheim Township golf coach, take turns 
serving as Assistant Tournament Directors. Several other former LCJGT players serve as interns and live 
scorekeepers on the course, helping our events run smoothly. Other volunteers, lead by Peanut Erb, help 
get your registered, make sure there is food and water available, spot for balls, and do scoring, We 
expect you and your player to treat them all kindly and with respect. 
 
We conduct regulation golf tournaments following USGA Rules of Golf. This may be different than events 
your child may have participated in at your golf club, PGA Golf League, US Kids Golf, etc. Our players may 
not have caddies. Parents watch from the rough or cart path and don’t walk along down the fairway. 
There is no maximum score per hole and we don’t pick up at double par. There are no gimmees – players 
must hole out on every hole. Players keep their own scorecard. And, especially in the Futures Division, 
our tees are back further. This extra distance is sometimes a problem for younger players.  
 
We encourage parents, relatives, and friends to come out and watch. We are running competitive golf 
tournaments. This means that players need to play on their own. Spectators need to stay at least 30 
yards away from players. All spectators must get a spectator card at the registration table when they 
arrive at the course. Read the instructions on the card and wear it where we can see it. We want to know 
everyone who is on the course with the kids.  
 



Spectators are expected to walk in the rough or on the cart path. Stay off the tee box, greens, and 
fairways, unless you are crossing a fairway to get to the other side. We encourage you to stay about one 
shot ahead of the players. There you can help spot balls which helps pace of play.  
 
You can help look for lost balls and help players find their ball. When doing so, avoid conversation with 
the players. If a player hits a provisional ball, be sure to ask if they want to find their first ball before you 
start looking for it. If it is found, the player must play it and that is not always the best play for them.  
 
Spectators may not give rulings or point out rules infractions. We expect the players to request rules 
officials when needed. If a player needs a rules official, spectators may help them find or call for one. 
But, spectators may not call for rules officials unless the players have requested one.  
 
Spectators may not give advice of any kind. That includes verbal advice, hand signals or any other action 
that could be perceived as advice, such as swing motions. It is best to avoid any conversation with 
players so that you will not seem to be giving advice. Limit comments to encouraging words, like “Good 
shot”, “Great putt”, “Nice Birdie” or applaud good play. Avoid saying anything that could be deemed 
advice, such as giving them words that may help them with their swing or club choice.  
 
As a spectator, you may carry snacks, drinks, sunscreen, bug spray, or umbrellas for your player. When 
giving them to your player, avoid conversation and don’t make any comments that could be deemed to 
be advice.  
 
Spectators are expected to adhere to the golf course dress code. Most courses have their dress code 
posted on their website. If you are unsure about anything, ask any of our volunteers. They will help you.  
 
Spectators are generally not allowed to take golf carts to watch, except in special circumstances, such as 
for medical purposes. Spectators who need a cart must make the request at the registration table and 
have it approved by the Tournament Director prior to getting a cart. There are courses that will not allow 
us to have spectator carts.  
 
Futures players: We send one or more LCJGT volunteers out with the Futures player groups, especially in 
the first few events, to help them get used to playing in our tournaments. We usually ask a Future 
player’s parent to help with scoring. This is one of the areas where the younger players struggle 
sometimes. The parent will keep each players’ score and after each hole ask the players to verify that 
they wrote down the correct score on their scorecards.  
 
We have observed that Futures parents struggle the most with keeping their distance from players. We 
encourage you to restrain yourself, relax and enjoy watching them play. They will hit some good shots 
and some bad shots, just like all golfers do. Let them play and they will do fine. Their score doesn’t 
matter that much to most of them, and it shouldn’t at this age. They are learning, developing their 
ability, and playing for fun. If you stop for ice cream on the way home and help them have a fun day it 
will be a great experience for both of you.  
 
Just a few more things to cover.   



 
We have a couple of terrific post season events. The Tour Championship is held at Lancaster Country 
Club and is by invitation for players in the Gold Divisions and a few of the top players in the Boys Silver 
Division.   
 
We also hold a Ryder Cup style match play event at Hershey Country Club. Top players in the Gold 
Division are invited to play following the tour championship. We divide up 20 players into 2 evenly-
matched teams and play 9 holes of Better Ball, 9 holes of Alternate Shot and then a 9 hole individual 
match. Details for both of these events are on the website under the Player’s Info menu.   
 
Our primary means of communication with you as tour members is through e-mail. Please make sure 
that emails from info@lcjgt.com are not going to your spam or junk mailbox. We try not to bombard you, 
but we do pride ourselves in keeping our members informed and share information and offers that are 
pertinent to segments of our membership. We also encourage you to set your profile on the website to 
receive text messages.  
 
We work hard to make our website a resource for you about our tour but also for you as a junior golfer.  
There is a lot of information on each tournament page that may be helpful to you. On tournament day, 
we post scores as players progress through their round and you can see the live scoring. Final results are 
posted, and standings are updated the day of the tournament.  
 
If your player wants to play more tournaments than we offer, there are resources to help you find other 
tournaments to play. There is a page that lists other nearby tournaments and a page with links to other 
junior tours and organizations that host events that juniors can play in. We have a special partnership 
with the Buckeye Junior Golf Tour that gives you discounts if you want to try out a 2 day weekend 
tournament.   
 
Under our resource menu, we have a page with a list of professional golf instructors. We encourage you 
to get lessons for your player with a trained instructor. We have assembled a list of instructors from a 
wide geographic area to help you find an instructor near you. 
 
And finally, thank you for joining our tour. We have a group of volunteers who are passionate about 
junior golf and put a lot of time into giving your kids an opportunity to play in great local tournaments. 
We encourage you to let your kids play without pressure. If you let them play, the kids will have a lot of 
fun playing on our tour and will make new friends. The younger players seem to really enjoy playing with 
kids their own age instead of parents or siblings. Encourage them and stay positive. If it is fun, they will 
want to keep playing.  
 

Thanks for your attention. We are looking forward to a great season.  
 
Greg Goodling 
President 
LCJGT 

mailto:info@lcjgt.com

